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Community pharmacist referral to general practice – Unexplored territory in reducing antibiotic 
resistance (pilot study). 

 

 

Dear General Practitioner, 

My name is Dr Paulina Stehlik and I am currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for 

Evidence-Based Health Care at Bond University.  

We are conducting a research project investigating the community pharmacist role in antibiotic use 
entitled: Community pharmacist referral to general practice – unexplored territory in reducing antibiotic 
resistance (pilot study) [HREC approval number: PS00123].  
 
Antibiotic resistance is on the rise globally. Most interventions have focused on changing general 
practitioner prescribing and patient education; however, little work has focused on community 
pharmacists.  
 
We are specifically interested in how often pharmacists refer patients to for medical review for 
suspected infections. Understanding community pharmacist referrals could uncover new avenues for 
decreasing antibiotic use and reducing antibiotic resistance. 
 
To be eligible for this study you must be a registered general practitioner in Australia working in 

primary care. Medical students, interns, and other clinic staff are not eligible for this study. 

As part of this study, you will be asked to complete a simple data collection sheet after 20 consecutive 
consultations. Each entry should take no longer than 5-15 seconds. 
 
After you have completed the data collection sheet, please email the form to the study coordinator: 
Ms Amanda Murray (amurray@bond.edu.au). 
 
Participation in this study is completely voluntary and you may withdraw at any time without risking 
any negative consequences. If you choose to withdraw your participation in this study, please contact 
the study coordinator and the information you have provided will be immediately destroyed. 
 
If you have any questions or wish to withdraw your data from the study, please email the form to the 
study coordinator: Ms Amanda Murray (amurray@bond.edu.au). 
 
The information we obtain from you will be dealt with in a manner that ensures you remain 
anonymous. Data will be stored in a secured location at Bond University for a period of five years in 
accordance with the guidelines set out by the Bond University Human Research Ethics Committee.  
 
It is anticipated that the data collected during this study will assist us in understanding the community 

pharmacist role in triage of patients presenting with minor ailments, specifically those with infections. 

Your participation in this study will enhance work towards uncovering new scope for intervention to 

decrease antibiotic prescribing. 
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Should you have any complaints concerning the manner in which this research is being 

conducted please make contact with –   

Bond University Human Research Ethics Committee, 

Bond University Office of Research Services. 

Bond University, Gold Coast, 4229, Australia 

Tel: +61 7 5595 4194 Fax: +61 7 5595 1120 email: ethics@bond.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

We thank you for taking time to assist us with this research.  

Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 
Dr Paulina Stehlik  
Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Evidence-Based Health Care, Bond University 
 
On behalf of the research team: 

- Mr Ian Fredericks (Professional Services Manager, Ramsay Pharmacy Group) 

- Prof Chris Del Mar (Professor, Institute for Evidence-Based Health Care, Bond University) 

- A/Prof Rebekah Moles (Associate Professor, School of Pharmacy, The University of Sydney) 

- A/Prof Mark Morgan (Associate Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences and Medicine, Bond 

University) 

 


